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What is the definition 

of faith formation?



• Worship

• Sunday School

• Confirmation

• Mission Trips

• Church Camp

• Bible Study

• Vacation Bible School

What first comes to mind when you hear 

faith formation?

How does it happen?



We define faith formation as every action, experience, or 

relationship that nurtures a transformative relationship of 

trust with God and shapes the way we see and interact with 

God’s world. Faith formation is the very mission of God’s 

church, to equip followers of Jesus Christ so that they may 

be sent out into the world to spread God’s kingdom. 

Basically, faith formation is the process by which our faith 

grows, and our lives are shaped by God’s love.

https://spiritandtruthpublishing.com/

Greg Rawn



Problem is ‘faith formation’ has become a catch-all term that can mean 

just about anything a church or Christian community does—from the 

parish picnic, to Bingo night, to team sports in the gym, to Sunday 

worship. It’s all faith formation, right?

Well, potentially yes, but there are some criteria that our programs and 

activities ought to meet in order to fall under the faith formation umbrella.

In a single line we could say faith formation is:

equipping people to live as disciples of Jesus.
-

Leif Kehrwaldhttps://vibrantfaith.org/



While expressed in many different ways, faith formation seeks 

to help people:

•Grow in their relationship with God for the whole of life

•Live as disciples of Jesus at home, at work, in the community, 

and in the world

•Develop an understanding of the Bible and their faith tradition

•Deepen their spiritual life and practices

•Engage in service and mission to the world

•Participate in the life and ministries of their faith community”

John Roberto

https://www.lifelongfaith.com/



Rev. Dr. David Anderson

Nurturing the Christian 

faith is not about 

Christian experts, it’s 

more about Christian 

shepherds.



Five Principles identify the relational nature of the church. This foundational 
orientation helps congregational leaders see the work of the church beyond the 

venue of congregational activities. Through a variety of relationships and daily life 
experiences the Holy Spirit works in people’s lives to form faith. The church that lives 
as the community of saints includes—but involves more than—a weekly experience 
in a local congregation. The life and work of the church incorporates the primary life 

setting of our daily lives at home and work with the more public setting of faith 
communities in congregations. Using these five principles broadens our 
understanding of the church and how faith is encouraged and formed.

Rev. Dr. David Anderson



Five Principles of faith formation:

1.Faith is formed by the power of the Holy Spirit through personal, 
trusted relationships – often in our own homes.
2.The church is a living partnership between the ministry of the 
congregation and ministry of the home.
3. Where Christ is present in faith, the home is church, too!
4.Faith is caught more than it is taught.
5.If we want Christian children and youth, we need Christian adults 
who practice the faith with them.

named by the

Rev. Dr. David Anderson

https://milestonesministry.org/





We are living in unusual times. Ten months ago, we were 

leaving our homes to go to work, to go to school, and to go to 

worship. We were able to gather for Sunday school and 

Confirmation and other faith formation programs. 

Thanks to COVID 19, we have now set up special areas in our 

homes where we work and have school lessons. 

I am wondering how many of us have set up a special area or 

designated a space in our homes during these times for 

worship, reading scripture, and prayer. 

And how many of us have encouraged families in our 

congregation to do this?

The New Normal



Graduation

90th

Birthday

Family 

Vacation

First Year 

of College



- Challenges can be 

solved with the 

knowledge, skills, 

and tools already in 

hand

- Require change in 

one or two places

- Challenges can be 

solved through 

experimentation, 

innovation, 

adjustments through 

the organization

- Requires changes of 

heart and mind

Technical Adaptive

Published in  Lifelong Faith by John Roberto

How did we 

adapt in 2020?

Finding ways to 

connect can be 

challenging!

Masks, Social 

Distancing, 

Technology



Forced to think beyond programs 

happening within the walls! 



As Children, Youth, and Family workers, we normally 

think more about:

• Programs within the church walls

• Camp

• Mission trips

In March, we were scrambling for ways to do our ministry. 

With children doing school at home and parents working at 

home, how could “doing church” at home have a different 

feel? 

How could it be something they thirst to do with one 

another?

How could it just not be one more thing online?



What does faith formation look like in the home? 

(especially in recent times)

In the past ten months, we have experienced school online and 

in our homes and we have set up offices in our homes. 

Have we set apart a special place in our homes for worship?

The home plays an essential role in faith formation.

In what ways do we encourage faith talk in the home? 



The analogy:



I’m 
fluent!

Home

Com-
munity

Culture

Rituals and 
Traditions

Parents

Others

Are you fluent in another language?



Fluent 
in faith

Home

Faith 
Com-

munity

Christian Culture

Rituals and Traditions

Parents

Others

Are you fluent in the language of faith?



Deuteronomy 6:6-9

Keep these 

words…

The New Reality = 

The New Normal



Examples, stories, and 

resources being used to 

connect during the 

pandemic…



In the home

Zoom Bible 

Study

Online VBS

Online Worship 

and Children’s 

Message



70th Birthday Party

• Virtual Background

• Send Gifts

• Sing

• Game (kahoot.com)

Missouri

England

Virginia

Pennsylvania

West 

Virginia



90th Birthday Party

• Hotspot Link

• Send Gifts

• Sing

• Virtual Card (American Greetings, 1,2,3)

• Blessing



Bible Study

Dot

Sabra

Joy

Consistent 

faith 

practices





Lenten 

Packets



Plenty of 

Resources





Graduation Party

• Caps

• Highs and Lows

• Send Gifts

• Video of Years

• Memories

• Prayer and Blessing



Shepherding Team

• Send each week

• Follow Up Call



• We have known for many years that the home is a primary location 

to learn about and grow in our faith. 

• The primary way we have connected during the past ten months is 

in homes!

• Through the lens of the Five Principles of faith formation, what 

does this mean for the future of our ministries to children, youth, 

and families? 

Five Principles of faith formation:
1.Faith is formed by the power of the Holy Spirit through personal, 
trusted relationships – often in our own homes.
2.The church is a living partnership between the ministry of the 
congregation and ministry of the home.
3. Where Christ is present in faith, the home is church, too!
4.Faith is caught more than it is taught.
5.If we want Christian children and youth, we need Christian adults 
who practice the faith with them.



Be Intentional

Set Expectations 

Plan for 
Accountability

Debbie’s Leadership Tips



• Where did faith formation happen in 

your congregation prior to COVID 19?

• Where does faith formation happen now?

• What have you learned?

• What resources have you been using that 

are effective?

Follow-up 

Conversation



The Big Follow Up 

Question

What impact will thinking 

outside the church walls have on 

the future of the church?
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