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Martin Luther’s work:

• shaping our everyday lives with the grace 

and peace of Christ 

• the theme of the priesthood of all 

believers 

• we are all ministers of God 

• introduces specific steps to live and 

practice faith every day in the home.



Luther Legacies (home) 

• Priesthood of all 

believers. Luther 

reminds us we are all 

ministers of God.  

• Translating the Bible 

into a language all 

people could read for 

themselves to interpret 

scripture and think for 

themselves. 



• empower us, as friends, parents, and 

grandparents, to delve into scripture at 

home and pray for and bless one another. 

• As Luther wrote, “We are priests and 

bishops in our own homes.” 

• Luther wrote the Small Catechism for 

parents to use in the home, not for 

leadership in the congregation to use as a 

teaching tool. 



What is the reality?

Is doing faith at home 

really happening?

Tell a story about what 

faith at home means to 

you or what does it 

look like for your 

congregation?



Why aren’t we all in the same 

place in our faith journeys?

 Faith Formation is like learning a language

 Not everyone is fluent because they haven’t been immersed in it

 One hour a week does not do it

FSL



Why is it important for faith 

formation to happen in the home?

 The home is an essential part of our faith formation.

 Like learning a language, it is where we are immersed in it

 How do we encourage faith formation in the home?



Suggested steps to be intentional 

about living and practicing faith at 

home regularly:

Make time for caring conversations 

(Caring Conversations)

Read scripture (Devotions)

Serve one another (Service)

Pray for and bless one another 

(Rituals and Traditions)



Four Key Faith Practices
Let’s do 

it!



What is the reality?

Is doing faith at home 

really happening?



Be Intentional

Set Expectations 

Plan for 
Accountability

Debbie’s three stages…



Where do we start?



www.milestonesministry.org

What is your definition of a 

milestone?

A milestone is one of a series of 

numbered markers placed along a road 

or boundary at intervals of one mile or 

occasionally, parts of a mile. Mileage is 

the distance along the road from a fixed 

commencement point.



www.milestonesministry.org

What is your definition of a faith 

connected milestone?

Milestones in our lives can be 

life changing. Some are happy. 

Some can be sad and fearful times.

A milestone is a meaningful, 

memorable moment in the lives of 

individuals and communities.



www.milestonesministry.org

What does it mean to form faith 

through milestones?

Adding scripture, prayer, and a blessing 

makes this a faith formation moment 

and becomes part of 

our faith journey.

Connecting the meaningful, memorable 

moments in our lives to God’s presence 

in those moments.



“A milestone is an action or event 

marking a significant change or stage in 

development. These life and faith 

markers can provide important times for 

engaging families when they are most 

open to change and growth.” 

– John Roberto



• Baptism

• Communion

• First Bible

• Confirmation

• Beginning Religious Instruction

• Graduation

Milestones celebrated in the 

congregation



What milestones do we recognize in our 

homes and in everyday living?

• Getting a Driver’s License

• New Home

• Family Reunion

• Loss of a Pet

• First Cell Phone

• Birthdays





1. Name it

Identify a moment as significant to one’s life and faith 

directly related to the name of the Milestone Ministry 

event.

2. Equip it

Provide support, modeling, and resources to help people 

experience a milestone in life as an opportunity to again 

embrace the grace of God in Christ

Opportunity!



3. Bless it

Offer a prayer in a worship service, cross+generational 

event, and/or the small group or home event to embrace 

people’s lives with the grace, mercy, and peace of God in 

Christ.

4. Gift it

Provide a gift to  help the participants recall a particular 

milestone in their lives with faith, hope, and love



5. Reinforce it

Offer a follow up event to help deepen the faith formation 

impact of the Milestone Ministry experience.  Encourage 

and support faith practices recommended at the initial 

Milestone event and, when helpful, explore new ones.



EXAMPLES OF FORMING FAITH 

THROUGH MILESTONES
Congregation, Community, Home, and Digital World



Congregation Example



Community Example



Home Example



Digital Example

Skype

Google Hang Out

Face Time



Let’s 

do it!



How will you form faith 

through milestones?



Milestones Ministry Frame
Five Principles for living and passing on faith

• Faith is formed by the power of the Holy Spirit through personal, 

trusted relationships often in our own homes.

• The church is a living partnership between the ministry of the 

congregation and ministry of the home.

• Where Christ is present in faith, the home is church too.

• Faith is caught more than it is taught.

• If we want Christian children and youth, we need Christian adults.

Four Keys  for practicing faith

• Caring Conversations

• Devotions

• Service

• Rituals and Traditions



Be Intentional

Set Expectations 

Plan for 
Accountability

How will you …
In the context 

and setting of the 

home



A suggestion…

“Let’s really place this in the 

hands of parents and 

grandparents!”



In celebration of the 500th

Anniversary, there is a 

Milestone Moment designed 

for you to use at home or as 

a faith community. 

http://www.ministrylinks.online/



www.milestonesministry.org


